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CASE STUDY 1 

A shared history – Acklam Rugby Club under-15s

This project was led by a small group of volunteers from the under-
15s squad, capturing memories spanning more than forty years of 
the club’s history. 

The project started with just two photographs from 1971:  
the senior team and the colts, assembled in front of the  
original clubhouse. 

Copies were left around the clubhouse with pens and 
spontaneously older members started writing names by the 
faces, discussing what had happened to the former players and 
reminiscing about the good old days. The under-15s joined in the 
discussions, and members raided their attics for old photos and 
memorabilia. 

They tracked down former team mates to invite them to a 
Memories Match® at the end of the season. Over the following 
weeks, over 250 images were collected and made into a slide 
show at the Memories Match, along with exhibition boards 
displaying other press clippings and memorabilia.

On the day of the match, memories were captured by the  
under-15s on their phones and subsequently uploaded to the 
Sporting Memories website to share as a lasting legacy everyone 
can access.

As a result of the project, different generations mixed for the first 
time. Older members were pleased to know their memories were 
being passed down, while the under-15s gained confidence and 
respect within the Club.

Click here to see the full interview montage >> 
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CASE STUDY 1

Acklam Rugby Club – Capturing the Club’s history and heritage 
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CASE STUDY 2

Eastleigh RFC – Recording the Past

Eastleigh RFC were invited to build on their existing Club History 
Project as an exemplar and model of good practice for other 
clubs, to demonstrate how to go about researching and  
re-engaging with former players and club members, interviewing 
former players, and collecting and scanning any old photos that 
may be found. 

A question and answer panel of former Chairman and players was 
recorded on video and memorabilia collected from members and 
supporters.

On Saturday 7th March, the club launched a three month display 
at the Eastleigh Museum, to showcase interesting objects and 
memoirs about the club. Bibs and recorders were supplied by 

the Sporting Memories Network for use by two Young Rugby 
Ambassadors to record the memories of visitors and other 
former members. All the memories collected were posted on the 
Sporting Memories website.

A memories game is planned for the 2015/16 season to further 
celebrate the club’s heritage and to help bring the generations 
within the club together.


